Sinophone Literature and Cinema:

The 12th International Junior Scholars Conference on Sinology
National Chung Hsing University, Taiwan, July 30-31, 2013 

Call for Paper 

The Graduate Institute of Taiwan Literature and Transnational Cultural Studies at National Chung Hsing University and the Department of East Asian Languages and Civilizations at Harvard University cordially invite your participation in the 12th International Junior Scholars Conference on Sinology to be held in Taichung City, Taiwan on July 30-31, 2013. Since its inception 11 years ago, the conference has served as an exchange platform for junior sinologists to build up a dynamic research network and collaboration in sinological studies. With “Sinophone Literature and Cinema” as the main thematic focus for the 12th annual meeting, the conference aims to bring together junior scholars from around the world to examine current theories and practices of Sinophone literature. 
Global cultural flows have contributed to the emergence of new modes of knowledge production and debating issues. The idea of “Sinophone literature,” as proposed by David Der-wei Wang and Shu-mei Shih, provides new perspectives on sinological studies in the context of transnationalism. It marks a shift from single-domain sinology/Chinese language/Chinese literature research to comparison-oriented Sinophone literary studies. This new approach has generated critical reflection and debate on the sameness and difference of Sinophone literary production in different localities. It also draws our attention to the dialectic between the local and border-crossing in the shaping of the so-called “Chinese” cultural imaginary. 
The conference seeks to address the following topics: 
1)  Theories and practices of Sinophone literature 
2)  Boundaries and definitions of Sinophone literature
3)  Taiwanese literature and East Asian studies in the context of Sinophone literature 

4)  Sinophone literature and cultural translation 

5)  Local knowledge and emergence of new cultural production
6)  Chinese cinema, documentary, and media studies
7)  Popular Sinophone literature and culture 

8)  Cultural identity imagination and rethinking of national literature

9)  Post-colonialism, diaspora/anti-diaspora, and transnationalism 

Scholars under 40 years old, including assistant professors (within 4 years of current position appointment), postdoctoral fellows, and graduate students (Ph.D. students will be given priority), are all eligible for submitting papers. The official languages of the conference are Chinese and English. Submission should include a completed personal information form and an abstract (1,000-1,500 Chinese characters or 500-700 English words).
Submission must be made by e-mailing nchutw@gmail.com before February 28, 2013.  Results will be announced by the conference committee on the website of the Graduate Institute of Taiwan Literature and Transnational Cultural Studies, National Chung Hsing University (http://www.nchu.edu.tw/~taiwan/news.htm) by March 31, 2013. Acceptance for conference presentation will also be notified individually. Authors with approved abstracts must submit the full text paper before May 31, 2013. Late submissions will not be accepted. 
The conference will cover the food and accommodation expenses for up to four days (including three nights of stay) for international presenters. International airfare reimbursement principles will be determined later based on available budget. Also, the conference will cover local presenters' travel and meal expenses. For further questions, please e-mail Ms. Young at nchutw@gmail.com or phone +886- 4- 2284- 0671 ext. 12.

	Important Dates:  
Abstract Submission Deadline: February 28, 2013
Acceptance Notification: March 31, 2013
Full Text Paper Due: May 31, 2013


Conference Organizers:

Professor Chen-fu Liao, Director 
Graduate Institute of Taiwan Literature and Transnational Cultural Studies 
National Chung Hsing University, Taiwan
Professor David Der-wei Wang, Chair Professor 
Department of East Asian Languages and Civilizations 
Harvard University, USA
The 12th International Junior Scholars Conference on Sinology
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