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Taiwan Comprehensive University System Guidelines for Encouraging
Cross-University Short-Term Collaborative Research
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Promulgated in the Joint Meeting of the TCUS on Nov. 24, 2014
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Amended in the Joint Meeting of the TCUS on Mar. 28, 2016
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Amended in the TCUS Executive Committee Meeting on Jul. 5, 2021
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Amended in the TCUS Executive Committee Meeting on Mar. 17, 2023
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Amended in the TCUS Executive Committee Meeting on Dec. 8, 2025
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The Taiwan Comprehensive University System (TCUS) has established this
Guideline to encourage short-term, cross-university collaborative research among its
member universities. The purpose is to promote academic exchange and
interdisciplinary collaboration, and to facilitate and strengthen cooperative research
and development across institutions.
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For the purposes of these Guidelines, “teaching and research personnel” refers to full-
time assistant professors or above, full-time associate research fellows (or personnel
of equivalent rank) or above, and attending physicians within the Taiwan
Comprehensive University System (TCUS) who have been employed for at least two
years.
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The duration of short-term collaborative research shall be between two to six months.
In exceptional circumstances, an extension may be sought; however, no incentives or
subsidies shall be granted during the extended period.
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The following items are eligible for incentives under these guidelines:

(D) Incentives: Up to NT$30,000 per month and up to NT$60,000 for the duration
of the collaborative research.

(IT) Research materials, data collection, and other related expenses: Up to
NT$20,000 per month and up to NT$100,000 for the duration of the
collaborative research.
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According to these guidelines, TCUS teaching and research personnel who apply for
incentives must obtain approval from their service units and engage in short-term
collaborative research with other universities within the TCUS during sabbatical
leave or summer vacation. Matters related to applying for sabbatical leave or summer
vacation days as mentioned in the preceding paragraph shall be handled in
accordance with the regulations of each university.
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Any short-term collaborative research carried out in compliance with the

aforementioned provision shall encompass the following :
(I) esearch projects.
(II)Research and development of specific technologies.
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Application Procedure:

() Applicants should fill out an application form and obtain approval from their
affiliated service unit, the unit being visited, and the teaching and research
personnel or principal investigator being visited.

(I) An applicant shall submit the application form referred to in the preceding

subparagraph to the R&D Work Group contact window of the TCUS member
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university with which the applicant is affiliated. Upon review by the respective
TCUS member university, the application shall be recommended to the R&D
Work Group contact window of the host university.

(IIT) The application form format, deadlines, and performance indicators referred to
in the preceding paragraph shall be separately announced by the TCUS R&D
Work Group.

(IV) Teaching and research personnel or principal investigators who have agreed to
collaborate with the applicant shall not apply for short-term collaborative
research during the same period as the applicant's expected collaboration.
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Review Standards and Procedures:

(I) Each university within the Taiwan Comprehensive University System shall
establish its own review procedures and submit relevant information about
applicants, including a list of recommendations (up to three per university),
ranking of recommendations, and a letter proposing a collaborative research
period. These materials should be submitted to the contact window for the
Research and Development Working Group at host university..

(II) Key review standards include:
i.Relevance to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
ii.Clear and innovative project objectives.

iii. Expected outcomes and cross-university collaborative benefits.
iv.Evaluation of the potential for collaborative research.
v.Applicant's research performance over the past five years.
vi.Past recipients of awards under these guidelines should submit the results of
their previous research when applying for the current year's award.
(IIT) The list of short-term collaborative research awards under these guidelines will
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be approved by the Taiwan Comprehensive University System Executive

Committee.
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The funds required for these guidelines shall be provided by the TCUS and shall be

processed in accordance with the relevant regulations of each university. Recipients

must submit proof of expenditure and relevant information to their affiliated
universities for fund reimbursement.

T RBEHENGFARBERE—EAR HEAEARARREERELER A
HREPFBEITHEE D > SBEREELR  BEMPFRRETEAIITLEAR
ehE -

Recipients shall present an achievement report of the joint research results within two

months after completing the collaborative research to the contact person of the R&D

Work Group of each TCUS university. Once approved, the report shall be submitted

to the TCUS Executive Committee for review and future reference.
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If the research results involve intellectual property rights and related rights and

obligations, the affairs shall be handled in accordance with the relevant regulations

of the TCUS university visited.
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These Guidelines shall come into force after being approved in the Vice President for

Research & Development Meeting in the TCUS R&D Work Group and reported to

the TCUS Executive.
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