All-English degree programs in NCHU, TAIWAN
%) National Chung Hsing University:

New all-English Degree Programs in International
Agriculture Prepares Students for a Bright Future

The International Master Program of Agriculture (IMPA) of NCHU has been preparing
students for the international arena for three years now with courses taught entirely in English. The
Ministry of Education of Taiwan has recently bestowed its highest rank of “Highly Recommended” on
the Program, and has also praised IMPA “Overall this is an excellent program that could be a model
for programs elsewhere.”. Ministry of Education has also allocated a special grant funding to IMPA
as encouragement.

As Dr. Israel Bau-Jen Jiang (% & £ ) of the College of Agriculture and Natural Resources points
out, achieving the highest ranking clearly illustrates the high caliber of IMPA. August 2011 marks the
establishment by NCHU of the undergraduate program, the International Bachelor’s Program of
Agribusiness (IBPA), which in like manner is also a comprehensive English program. IBPA officially
began admitting students in 2011, and has already accepted fifteen local Taiwan students and three
international students.

What makes the International Master Program of Agriculture special is how it provides an
integrated agricultural education by teaching students how to meet the needs of society on both a
local and global scale; the all-English program instills students with both an awareness of global
affairs and an ability to engage the international community.

IMPA, established for 3 years, by so far is NCHU’s only master’s program taught entirely in
English. The Program boasts that their professors are fully capable of using English to teach lectures,
guide thesis writing, and lead research efforts. The Program also encourages students to explore
international issues and taking foreign subjects for their thesis topics. Students are able to select
courses and advisor professors within 15 separate departments of the College of Agriculture and
Natural Resources.

Miss Gina Yu-Chun Yen (g # %), a graduate student in IMPA, mentions that compared to
most master’s programs, NCHU greatly increases the flexibility of this program by providing students
with a choice of courses and advisor professors that spans 15 departments, including the Agronomy,
Animal Science, Forestry, and Plant Pathology Departments. This provides students with a freedom
not commonly found in other master’s programs, giving students a far more richly rewarding and
hands on experience.

IBPA excels in preparing students to succeed in a global society by teaching all 128 graduation
credits in English with the exception of 4 credits required for Chinese Language. In addition, the
IBPA program strongly encourages students to travel abroad for research and study. Miss Ming-kun
Hsu (4 F* &), a new freshman student to the IBPA program admits that “A program taught entirely in
English is of course a big challenge to us new freshmen, but | look forward to making it through this
challenge to increase my professional knowledge and English ability.” Ming-kun Hsu knows that after
the next challenging four years, her strong English ability and global perspective will allow her to
shine as she applies her new skills in future international work environment.
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International Bachelor’s Program of Agribusiness (IBPA) o \ o
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A New and Unique Educational Opportunity

Starting Fall Semester, 2011, the College of Agriculture and Natural Resources at the National
Chung Hsing University, the oldest higher educational institution on the island Taiwan, is offering an
international bachelor degree program in Agribusiness, International Bachelor's Program of
Agribusiness (IBPA). It is currently the only all-English international degree program for
undergraduate students in Taiwan’s major multi-universities.

For academic year 2011~12, the first class of IBPA has recruited 14 local Taiwan students and
three international students. On September 3rd, 2011, freshmen students and their parents came
to the campus, to attend the orientation conference in lunch time; in the evening, there was a
welcome dinner party held in a local restaurant for them. Since this is a new and unique approach
in Taiwan’s higher education, students and parents are excited and, meanwhile, concerned about
future developments. In both meetings IBPA faculties and staff clearly briefed the vision and
mission of the program to the audience, and answered many questions raised from the parents.
For the parents, freshmen students, faculties and staff, they have enjoyed a fun-filled weekend.

IBPA is a four-year undergraduate degree program which offers all-English curriculum and
emphasizes inter-disciplinary approach of teaching and learning. The program provides future
agribusiness professionals with theoretical insights and practical training in agribusiness
administration and financial management. It will prepare the students to understand and
participate in todays and future opportunities and development issues of worldwide agriculture.
The IBPA program sends a clear message to the world: we are facing the society (inter-disciplinary
approach of education), and we are facing the world (English as the official communication
language).

During the lunch meeting on September 3" parents also agreed to form a “Parents Association
of IBPA”. Local media also covered the news.

IBPA and its concurrent master-level program, IMPA, jointly play a very significant role in
promoting and advancing the internationalization of the University. In the past, very few
international students would consider TAIWAN, or NCHU, be more specific, as an option for their
intended study-abroad trips because there are very few courses offered in English. Now the IBPA
and IMPA offer all-English curriculum and thus welcome international students to join them as either
short-term visiting/exchange students or long-term degree-seeking students. We believe IBPA
would make our campus more diversified, which is definitely good to the students’ education and
learning.
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Passion and Concern

IBPA is not a common business-oriented degree program. Rather, IBPA recruits students who
are interested in agriculture and prepare them with training to be able to do agribusiness in a global
setting. Furthermore, IBPA does not only teach students about business skills and knowledge, but,
also focus on humanity and service. We encourage students to contribute their wisdom and efforts
by participating volunteer activities in Taiwan and foreign countries. In close cooperation with the
International Master Program of Agriculture (IMPA ~ see page 6) we have advanced the progress of
internationalization of higher education for our students, staff, and faculties.
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International Master Program of Agriculture (IMPA)
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A 2-year master degree program

Missions

The College of Agriculture and Natural Resources (CANR) established a new graduate program,
International Master Program of Agriculture (IMPA) in 2008, leading to Master of Science
degree in agriculture. IMPA is a two-year master program that combines course work and thesis
research, which is independent from all other department and institutes within the CANR. It
includes three tracks for the students: Agricultural Production, Natural Resource Management and
Conservation, and Social and Economic Aspects of Rural Development.

IMPA recruits local Taiwan students, overseas-Chinese students, international students, and
mainland-Chinese students. Besides degree-seeking students, IMPA also welcomes interested
students who are currently studying in higher-educational institutions around the world, including
mainland-China (PRC), to apply for a semester or an academic year of study as non-degree-seeking
exchange students.

Unique and Innovative Program

CANR is one of the seven faculties within the University. It has long history of international
education, research, and services. Currently near 2/3 of the international student body of the
University registered in the academic units of the College.

IMPA is a unique and innovative program in the College. We truly offer all-English curriculums;
students have to take a few courses taught in English, listed as core courses of IMPA; attend weekly
seminars in which English is the only communication language, and must write their final master
thesis in English.

As the Canadian master of mass communication, Marshall McLuhan, once said, “The Medium
is the Message.” English language is the medium for internationalizing our local universities. It is
also the message for IMPA to attract international students: “Yes! We dare to face the world because
we do communicate in E-N-G-L-I-S-H.”

IMPA is also a flexible and free educational program for the students. We emphasize
inter-disciplinary approach of teaching and learning. IMPA Students’ thesis subjects and advisers
may come from any of the academic units within the College. We therefore are able to provide
with broad topics for students to conduct research. Furthermore, we also encourage students,
international or local, to pick up issues that are relevant to global or foreign concerns as their thesis
subjects. This inter-disciplinary approach of IMPA sets us apart from many other competitors and
affords our students an unparalleled depth and breadth of knowledge, enabling them to work
thoughtfully across boundaries to address the pressing, highly complex issues of food and

environment found around the world.
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Diversity

The student admission committee of IMPA considers all aspects of the applicant’s academic
records and personal experience. The admission review process tries to balance different educational
systems in different countries/areas. In general, we prefer to admit applicants who are
outward-looking and interested in embracing the diversity of culture, language, and human
experience of international societies.

We strongly believe that education (teaching and learning) can be enhanced by the interaction
among people with different experiences and backgrounds. The IMPA program is designed to offer
cultural and ethnic diversified learning opportunities for both students and faculties. It implies that
we strongly encourage applicants from diverse nations, languages, and cultures. We do therefore
value ethic and gender diversity and promote mutual respect and interaction among all individuals
within our IMPA community. Students should have opportunities to engage in a variety of

experiences that help to make what they have learned come alive.

Honor and Recognition

In a recent (2011) official review conducted by the Higher Education Evaluation and
Accreditation of Taiwan, entrusted by the Ministry of Education, ROC, our IMPA program obtained
the highest ranking of “highly recommended” and praise,

“Overall it is an excellent program that could be a model for programs elsewhere.”

It is a clear sign that our educational philosophy and efforts in past years have received
recognition add praise. In year 2011 the College also opened a new international degree program,
International Bachelor’s Program of Agribusiness (IBPA ~ see page 4). IBPA, like IMPA, offer
all-English curriculum on undergraduate level. With the concurrent bachelor/master’s degree
programs in agribusiness and agriculture, students should have more options of choices to explore
their own interests and potentials.
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B3 %<4 29 Further contacts:

“H2ERE (TAAP) D)

Dr. Israel Bau-Jen Jiang £ RE EEF Bt R AHEA SR E L P RSN EES

TEL: (+886)-4-22840333 ext. 12
FAX: (+886)-4-22862960
E-Mail: israeljiang@yahoo.com.tw

Ms. Chia-Chen Tsai FEigs 4
TEL: (+886)-4-22840333 ext. 12

FAX: (+886)-4-22862960

E-Mail: chiachen0126@hotmail.com
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