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In tulip and iris, Rhizoctonia solani AG 2-t causes severe sprout and bulb rot early in the 
season when the weather is cold. As the growing season warms, R. solani AG 4 infects the 
plant. Disease spreads to form patches that differ in size. Similar to some other soil borne fungal 
diseases, we expected that differences in soil suppressiveness would account for the differences 

in disease spread and should be taken into account for site-specific soil management and IPM. 
Objectives of this study, carried out at IPO-DLO, were to reduce inoculum production by 
cultural and biological means, to measure and improve the natural soil suppressiveness against 
disease spread and to predict risks.  

 
To detect the target for control, production and survival of AG 2-t was monitored in the field 
and in storage during and between growth seasons.  
 

 

 


